
YOUNG EXPLORERS CLUB 
Sponsored by the Morgan County Audubon Society, a Chapter of the Illinois 

Audubon Society, and the Jacksonville Public Library 

 The Young Explorers Club (YEC) is back for its fourth season! Students of all 
ages are welcome to join and participate in YEC programs.  YEC activities are free and 
pre-registration is not required. Except as noted on the schedule, YEC meets from 
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. one Saturday a month (December – March) in the activity 
room at the Jacksonville Public Library, 201 West College Avenue. Students are 
invited to attend all or some of the YEC meetings. This year’s line-up of programs: 

  December 18, 2021. Understanding Ancient Skills Can Improve Life Today. 
Dr. Michael Wiant (former Director of the Illinois State Museum at Dickson Mounds) 
will discuss how archaeologists study artifacts to learn about everyday life. Based on 
years of research, scientists have learned about Native American tool and container 
making; hunting, fishing, gathering, and gardening strategies; building construction; 
and much more. This presentation will explore some of these ancient lifeways with 
hands-on experiences and will illustrate how knowledge about these ancient skills 
can improve life today.  

  January 29, 2022.  Know Your Insects from Your Bugs. Illinois College 
Biology professors Bryan Arnold and Lawrence Zettler will provide students with an 
introduction to the fascinating world of insects, and how they can categorize insects 
by proper taxonomic order. * This program will be held at Illinois College. * 

 February 26, 2022. Plants in Agriculture. Todd Burrus of Burrus Seed 
Farms, Inc., will introduce students to the science of modern farming including an 
examination of soil types and seed varieties.  

 March 19, 2022. Illinois: The Prairie State. Deb Burrus will present an 
engaging program on the ecology of hill prairies and the unique plants and animals 
that inhabit them.  

 To learn more, please contact Allen Yow at (217) 243-8457.  

 


